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Heidi Ecker-Racz served coffee made the way they made
it at the first annual Orleans County Historical Society
Picnicin 1915, simmered slowly in a big iron pot over an
open fire. Heidi and her mother also made anadama
bread, made with cornmeal and molasses, and bakeditin
the outdoor French Canadian bread oven, and serveditto
visitors in the afternoon.

Neal Perry, a new member of our board of directors,
offered rides with his sharp team of black Morgan horses
and white wedding carriage again this year. He took on
passengers in front of the Old Stone House, and drove
them down the Hinman Road and back. Inthe background
two former board members, Dick Simpsonin the top hat,
and Kerm Smith, beside him on the right, can be seen
greeting visitors at the front door of the museum.
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Thurmond Knight set up a display to demonstrate
the fine art of making violins. Ayoung musiciantries
outaviolin he has made.

The blacksmithing demonstration this year was
locatedinside the newtimberframe, raised by campers
at Time Travelers Day Camp, which will provide
space forfuture blacksmith and woodworking classes.
Dennis Gibson, on the right, is working the blower,
sending more airthrough the fire to heattheironinthe
forge. Craig Marcotte, standing beside him on the
left, taught blacksmithing atcamp, and also taughtan
adultclassthissummer. Laid outonatable ontheleft
isironwork made by blacksmith Courtney Mead, who
solditon Old Stone House Day to raise money to put
aroof on the building. Proceeds from that day plus
another donation have paid for the roof. Nowwe need
to raise money for the brick forge and chimney.

Andrew Lanoue, our summer intern,
encouraged the children at Old Stone
House Daytotry onold fashioned clothing
from our dress-up trunk. He led tours of
the mu-seum and helped maintain the
grounds, along with our other excellent
summerinterns, Lucien DeLaBruere and
ThomasBradley. Lucienhas movedonto
become the director of NEKTV, the public
access TV station in Newport, where he
willbe agreatassettothe museum. Andrew
and Thomas have now returned to St.
Michaels College for another year at
school. We areingreatneed of volunteer
museum tour guides for the fall season.
Anyoneinterested?

Inside: cheeses and
cookbooks, activities
and awards, and an
events calendar you
can post!!



The second oldest non-profit in Vermont

On September 23 the Orleans Historical Society wasrecognized at a ceremony at the Satehouse in Montpelier
honoring non-profitsover 100 yearsold. Secretary of Sate Deb Markowitzissued aninvitation to Vermont’ sol dest
non-profitstotell their stories, and in fact, the Orleans County Historical Society was the second ol dest non-profit
in the state to respond. Following is the history of our organization.

The Orleans County Historical Society isbelieved to
be the oldest local historical society in the state of
Vermont. In 1853, it was founded by agroup of promi-
nent local men as the Orleans County Natural and Civil
History Society to“ promotethestudy of Natural History
primarily of Orleans County and NorthernVermont and
to collect and preserve...thoseitemsof interest...which
would otherwise would be lost to the future historian.”

The first meeting of the Orleans County Natural and
Civil History Society took placein Browningtonon June
6, 1853. Alexander Twilight’ snameappearsinthelist of
founding members, along with Samuel Read Hall, the
first teacher educator inthe United States. Early Society
meetingsoftenfeatured reportsfrom committeessuchas
the Committee on Conchology (the study of shells) , the
Committee on Zoology or the Committee on the Civil
History of the County, and addresses on various topics,
including atalk by the Rev. Samuel Read Hall on “the
benefits of the study of Natural Sciences.”

Inthefall of 1869 someof thefounding membersof the
Society for the Natural and Civil History began to meet
as the Orleans County Society for Natural Sciences. In

November of 1887, membersof theoriginal organization
met and officially changed the society’s name to the
OrleansCounty Historical Society. Thenewly energized
group heldlargeannual meetings, hosted talksby promi-
nent speakers and published their proceedings. Among
their most memorable meetings was the reunion of stu-
dentsof Alexander Twilight held in Browningtonin 1888.

In1915theoldstonedormitory of the Orleans County
Grammar School, completed in 1836 by headmaster
Alexander Twilight, wasin disrepair and put up for sale
for $500. A bridge construction company proposed to
buy it, tear it down, and use the granites for railroad
bridgeabutments. Membersof the Society werehorrified
that suchanimportant andbeautiful pieceof OrleansCounty
history could be lost, and were determined to saveit.

In August of 1916, the Orleans County Historical
Society becameincorporated “ for the purposeof coll ect-
ing and preserving whatever relatesto the history of the
county of Orleans.” They raised the $500 necessary to
purchase the Old Stone House and began the work that
would turn the remarkable building into a museum of
regional history.

A celebration of farmstead cheeses and heirloom

apples on October 3

A Cheeseand AppleTastingwill beheld on Saturday,
October 3,11a.m.-4p.m.at theOld StoneHouseM useum.

Youareinvitedto cometasteawidevariety of locally
made cheeses and meet regional cheese makers who'll
explain the process and background of their products
which you can also buy. Since apples are the perfect
companions of cheese, Walden Heights Nursery will be
on hand with a selection of heirloom apple varieties to
sample and learn about as well. Throughout the day
speakersand demonstrationswill educate and entertain.

Cheese hasbeen of great importance on Vermont farms
snce the Y ankee settlers arrived with cattle in the 1790s.
Prof. Paul Kindstedt, who hasbeen researching the place
of cheesein Vermont’searly history, will be on hand to
share his fascinating findings in preparation for a new
book onthesubject. A well knownauthor, Prof. Kinstedt
canbefound at thelnstitutefor Artisan Cheeseat UVM.

Mateo K ehler from Jasper Hill Farm and Cellars, will
bepresenting“ Back tothe Future” hisview of thecurrent
cheese renaissance. Since he works with most of the
regiona producers, Mateo brings wide knowledge of
varieties and economics to offer visitors who attend.

Jack Lazor of ButterworksFarm hasagreed to present
atalk and demonstration on non-rennet cheese making
during the afternoon. He brings with him a wealth of
experience and a unique viewpoint on agriculture.

A daylong demonstration of cheesemaking, 1830's
style, isplanned. Cider will bepressed, and dairy artifacts
from the Museum’ s collection will be on view to round
out the day, often the the most beautiful weekend of
autumn. Besureto attend thiswonderful way to celebrate
thebounty of Vermont’ scountryside. Admissionis$5 per
person, (no charge under 6).



The cookbook project

The history of Orleans County that the Old Stone House Museum strives to preserve includes not only artifacts
and buildings, but also matters of everyday life. Thanks to Anne Lalime, who has been searching in antique stores
and attics, wenow havea collection of local community cookbooksput together by ladieswhogrewup over 100years
ago with far different ingredients, methods and expectations than cooks have now. Anne has put together some

highlights from her cookbook search.

West Charleston Mothers' Club: Photocopiesof avery
old book, guessing about 1900, written by women who
probably had been raised inthe 19th century. Theadver-
tisements in the back of the book are from the Derby
Hotel—$1 aday, Dr. Kendrick of West Charleston, Dr.
Harry Hamilton, dentist, of Newport, and Turnbull’s
Creamery in Barton Landing, now called Orleans. Not
only did the book havethe usual instructionsfor making
bread but al so how to maketheyeast — boil apotato, put
someoldyeastintheliquid... aswell ashow tobottleand
storeit. Tripe could berolled in corn meal and fried in
lard like doughnuts. Marshmallow fudge was made with
home made marshmallows made with gum arabic, and
fudge or frosting recipes used agranite sauce pot (metal
pots with a grey finish similar to stone in
appearance). Other recipesincluded are:

Hulled corn: Combine corn with 2 cups hardwood
ashesandboil till hullsstart... Strain off thelye, remove
the ash bag and boil in clear water. Strain again and boil
until done; salt to taste.

Clear barley water: “...usually associated with the
sick room, barley water isanexcellent summer drink, and
is offered in quite the best houses.”

Curingham: ... for 1001bsof meat, 101bsof salt, 41bs
of sugar, 4 pints of molasses, 4 ounces of SALTPE-
TER—add 4 ounces of pepper and 2 of soda.

Corned ham: ...to 100 pounds of meat, 3 ounce of sal
nitre...41bssugar or molasses, 91bssalt, 6 gall onsof water
and 1 oz of soda.

Also, recipes for an emergency shelf in case
of unexpected company for those who live “10 miles
away from alemon.”

Fortnightly Club 1939 Cookbook: A copy of asmall
booklet put together by a Natalie Hambl ett. At least one
recipemy mother, MiriamLalime, used when shecooked
at theoriginal East Side Restaurant owned by the Essaff
family.

Photocopy of 1921 L adies Club Cookbook and alater -
printed book: Made by the Barton-Orleans Ladies
Club. I bought the 1921 book for 35¢ at the yard sale of

one of Mom’s bridge game people a few years
ago. Eventually, | found twolater editions(1931) called
Orleans County Cook Book.

1907 New Memphremagog Cookbook: Put together by
theladiesof the Congregational church, includingalot of
Prouty names. Kaiser stew was similar to Dad’s family
tourtiere recipe, not the one some Franco-Americans
make with cinnamon and cloves, but with ground pork
and beef, potatoes..., something like his Bell Season-
ing...put into a lard pail with tight cover and
bail...hours. Thiswaswritten before WW 1, the depres-
sion, and WWII by women born and brought up in the
19th century, who couldn’ t haveimagined what they and
their children would be living through some day—I can
only marvel.

Green Mountain Cookbook: 1t was printed by aWhite
River Junction company and hadal ot of sour milk and sour
cream recipes from the days of theicebox before refrig-
eratorswhenthey had alot of milk and noway to storeit
till thecheese-makingindustry wasmoredeveloped. There
areplenty of maplerecipesaswell asarecipefor oatmeal
cookies made with chicken fat. | did not try the puff ball
soup.

AristenePixley Vermont Cooking: Bag pudding seems
to be arecipefor Indian pudding. Mom told meto use a
tight weave cloth, pillowcase for example, flour it well,
fill withthecornmeal /milk preparationand putinapot of
boiling water to boil for five hours at about 200 de-
grees—just below the boiling point, | believe, so the
curdlewon’t “weep;” theflour keeps the cornmeal/milk
solution from leaking out of the bag .

Grandmother’ s Forgotten Recipesisacookbook that |
boughtinatourist storewhenvisiting Beaupre, PQ. Mom
told me salted lard was salt pork which most of the stuff
was cooked with and left al day on the back of the old
wood stoves. Thebook hadrecipesfor squirrel, seagulls,
buzzards, etc. | asked Momif her mother or grandmother
cookedtheseand shesaidemphatically,“NO!” Thensaid
more quietly, they gave her mother owls; Mom hated
owls; owlsweredirty birds; her mother usedto boil them.
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Spring and summer at the Old Stone House...
The Big Band Dance _Antique Engin ow

Evie and Lindy Palin danced
the night away at the Fourth
Annual Big Band Dance held
on June 27 at the Irasburg
Town Hall. The 19-piece
Swing North Big Band once
again filled the stage of the
beautifully restored hall, and
provided arare opportunity to
dance to that full orchestral
sound of the big band era.
We thank the many organiza-
tions, businesses, and indi-
viduals who sponsored the
dance, which benefited the
museum programs, and hon-
ored our military veterans.
Lindy Palin, whowas afighter Association was held the weekend of June 20 and 21 on the lawns
pilotin World War Il comes to surrounding the Old Stone House. The show has been held here
the dance mostevery year. annually since the 1970’s. Beloved old engines set up to power all
sorts of machines are displayed by some very interesting folks. Many
setup campers and spend the weekend enjoying the camaraderie of
theirfellow hobbyists, enthusiastically showing off their antique engines
to visitors. This old one lunger, one lung engine with one cylinder,
powers ahome-made cementmixer. Itrotates abeltthatis connected
to awheel that spins gears that rotate the drum.

Weddings at the Hall Ho
: i L0 LT
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Tyler Judd brought his team of Dutch Belted oxen to show the children how

they are yoked together to pullaload and how they respond to commands. g : = B & AR [ <l ¢ TR
The steers are very calm, and like being patted. Tyler hopes to bring the Wedding guests had agood view when Dawn Perry and Matthew Patenaude
oxen again to Fall Harvest Day on September 22. cutand served their cake on the terrace on July 25. The pot luck buffet had

been served earlier in the big old fashioned kitchen just behind the terrace.

Dawn Perry taughtaweaving class on Spring Field Day in the weaving room

of the Hall House, with tape looms built by Ben Barnes, modeled after an Atthefirstwedding reception held atthe Samuel Read Hall House on
artifact owned by Bob Williams. Dawn is the daughter of our bookkeeper July 4, celebrating the marriage of JosannaBogertand Adam McAllister,
Shirley Perry and the late Frances Perry, who was one of the children of the Ira Friedman Trio played jazzinthe parlor early inthe evening. Ira
Ezekiel and Cecile Perry and grew up in the Twilight House. is onthe left playing the antique player piano, donated this summerto

the Hall House by Georgette and Tom Gallup of Morgan. Micah
Carbonneau is on the base and Jeff Salsbury is playing drums.



Adult education
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Lorraine Janowski offered a
pickling class in August in the
kitchen of the Samuel Read
HallHouse. Sheis pictured on
the left with student Mary Eby
andtheir freshly canned jars of
pickled beets, dilly beans, and
zucchini bread and butter
pickles.

=
1

A new 16" X 24’ timber framebuildingistaking shape
behind the Twilight House, built mostly with volunteer
labor and donated materials. It will become our teaching
blacksmith shop, withaforgeand at | east two anvils, and
workbenchesliningthewalls. Bigswingingdoorsinfront
will open to a sheltered area where large classes can
spread out or visitors can stand and look in to see the
blacksmiths work. The building will also be used for
woodworking classes. On the walls we will display
antiquetoolsinour collectionthat would have been used

The Brass and Gas Tour

Over 100 pre-1916 cars visited the museum on June 21, as ascheduled event
of the New England Brass & Gas Tour of the Horseless Carriage Club of
America. The group stayed for the week in Stowe, and took a few day trips
around Vermont. Over 200 people arrived inthe cars and toured the Old Stone
House, and then enjoyed a catered lunch at the Samuel Read Hall House.
Volunteers and members of the board of directors staffed every roomin the
museum so that visitors could wander through the rooms at their own pace.
The spectacle of so many beautifully maintained antique cars parked beside
the Twilight House drew many local admirers. People were particularly
impressed that the owners maintain road worthy cars and are not afraid to
drive them on the back roads.

New timber frame blacksmith shop in progress

in ablacksmith or woodworking shop.

Much of the timber frame was cut out this summer
during the Timber Frame Class taught by Ben Barnes.
Ben kept working on it, but left a few timbers for the
childrenin Time Travelers Day Camp to cut. They aso
whittled the pegsto tie the timbers together. On Friday
afternoon of camp week thebuildingwasraised, withkid
power directed and assisted by some of themenwho will
be instructing and demonstrating in the shop.

On Old Stone House Day we collected the $500
needed to purchase the galvanized steel roof, and on
September 19 volunteers put it up. The chimney will be
builtin October duringaclasswithBill Roddy. Thebricks
are being donated by long time volunteer blacksmith
Courtney Mead, and a so areleft over from the chimney
work on the Old Stone House. Bob Williams milled and
donated thetimbersand strappingfor theroof. AllenY ale
milled and donated the board and batten siding. Paul
Moffat donated thefoundation, andwill beprovidingalot
of tools..

So, watchfor moreclassesin blacksmithing andwood-
working, withabeautiful, well equipped shoptoworkin.
Thanksto al of the donors and volunteersfor enriching
the resources of the museum.



OrleansCounty Historical Society, Inc.

Old Stone House Museum
109 Old Stone House Road
Brownington, VT 05860

A preservation award

The Orleans County Historical
Society was presented with 2009
Preservation Award for the Res-
toration of the Samuel Read Hall
House by the Preservation Trust
of Vermont at their annual meet-
ing this spring on Isle La Motte.
Pictured here are Liz Nelson,
Collections Manager, and Peggy
Day Gibson, Museum Director,
receiving the award from Paul
Bruhn, Preservation Trust Ex-
ecutive Director. The Preserva-
tion Trustgranted $35,000to the
museum in 2008 for the project.

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
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From the Collections M anager

This summer, we were awarded two grants pertaining to
collectionmanagement. Thefirstisa“ Conservation A ssessment
Program” (CAP) actually called re-CAP because we had had
aCAPassessmentin 1992, This“re-CAP’ enabled usto update
thecritical observations of aprofessiond architectural archivist
and amuseum curator. Thisinformation will help usto correct
problemsand a so will be useful in applying for other grants.

The second grant is for the Connecting to Collections
Bookshelf fromthelnstituteof MuseumandLibrary Services.
TheBookshelfisagroup of 17 textbookspertainingtothecare
of buildings and artifacts.

Liz Nelson, Collections Manager

THE OLD STONE HOUSE MUSEUM BULLETIN
The Orleans County Historical Society, Inc.
109 Old Stone House Road, Brownington, VT 05860
Telephone: 802-754-2022
e-mail: information@ol dstonehousemuseum.org
website: www.oldstonehousemuseum.org

Dr. George Linton, President
Peggy Day Gibson, Director
Liz Nelson, Collections Manager
Susanna Bowman, Education Program Coordinator
Linda Child, Museum Shop & Volunteer Coordinator
Shirley Perry, Bookkeeper
Sarah Ames, Librarian
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Hathaway, Doug Phillips-Hamblett, Ken Barber, John Eby,
Alan Feltmarch, Neal Perry, Gayle Phillabaum, Allen Yale

Trustees Emeritus:
Alfred Fuller, Kerm Smith, Charles Barrows




