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Timothy Hinman—reprobate or hero? by cai smgree

Timothy Hinman has enjoyed afar gg

better posthumous reputation than he _
enjoyed during the last part of hislife. {
Partly due to his grandson Norman '
Bingham’s praise-filled “A Sketch of
the Life of the Honorable Timothy
Hinman” publishedin 1892, forty-two
years after Hinman’s death, popular
opinion has held him in high regard.
Although he had many noteworthy ac-
complishmentsin his lifetime, county
court records and town land records
indicate that Hinman also may have
betrayed the public trust and cheated
businessassociates.
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True, he did some pralseworthy Timothy Hinman (1762-1850).

1843 portrait by Joseph Rutherford

things. Born in 1761, he was just six-
teen when one thousand men marched
forthfrom histown of Woodbury, Connecticuttofight the
British. He enlisted and served in the militia and the
regular army until 1783. He acquired surveying, road-
building, and bridge-making skills, which later proved
valuable when he headed north to that large, unsettled
section of Vermont now called Orleansand Essex Coun-
ties. Then, after the war, his large town of Woodbury
subdividedintothesma ler townsof Southbury, Bethlehem,
Roxbury, and Washington, so Hinman had experiencein
getting a new town organized. Comparing the earliest
documents of Derby, Vermont with those of Southbury,
Connecticut, one can see that Southbury served as a
template for the founding of Derby. Together with his
brother 1saac and other adventurous men from Connecti-
cut, he built a road from Greensboro to Derby on the
Canadian border, and expended great effort in creating a

townwhere othersfrom southern New
England would like to settle.

Once Derby was established,
Hinman recruited settlers to move to
Derby sothat it would prosper or “im-
prove.” Hetook an active rolein town
governance and became ajustice of the
peaceand|ater judgeinthenewly formed
Orleans County Court. Like many an-
other early settler, he bought property at
tax sales in severa nearby towns, later
sdling those lots to newcomers to the
community. He opened a store and tav-
ernand extended credit to hisneighbors.
Hewasanindefatigabl e petitioner tothe
dtate legidature to levy taxes to build
roads to connect Derby with the rest of
Vermont and later with Canada.

If we take alook at the court records of what is now
Orleans, Caledonia, and Essex Counties we find that in
the first decade of the 19" century, Hinman engaged in
some questionable practices, such as trading with the
enemy during the Embargo of 1807 asdid quite afew of
hishard pressed neighbors, defaulting on bank loans, and
defrauding hisfriends. For example, in 1811, therewasa
petition from the selectmen of Holland declaring that in
1808 when towns were assessed atax for building a state
prison, the selectmen had given Holland's tax money to
Hinman with the understanding that he would turn the
money over tothestate. They learned | ater that henever did
s0. Also, the town of Morgan gave their assessment to
Hinman, and he only relayed haf of it to the state. These
examples hint at the possibility of other irregularitiessince
Hinman had beentax collector for several townssince1792.

continued on page 3



Schedule of events

The Early History of Westmore & Willoughby L ake — Friday, August 13, 7:30 p.m.
Dick Simpson’stalk in the Westmore Fellowship Hall will benefit the Orleans County Historical Society. Suggested adult
donation $5. Children and studentsfree.

Hands on History “Pass Times Past” — Saturday, August 14, 10 a.m. to hoon
Try agame of Graces, Make atangram, puzzle out arebus, make and fly akite. For families with school age children. $3
per child, pre-registration required, 754-2022.

Old Stone House Day — Sunday, August 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Our biggest event of the year, with museum open house, demonstrations of traditional skills, crafts, farmers market,
children’ s activities, music, animals and food. Thisyear’ sthemeis“ Timothy Hinman’s Road.” Free admission. Parking
$3 per car. Lunch available.

Introduction to Thumb L atches— Saturday, Aug. 21, 9 am. to 4 p.m.

Lucian Avery will teach students with previous blacksmithing experience how to forge atraditional interior thumb latch.
Refine your eye and forging skills, as you connect to along tradition of American ironwork. Cost $75, or $65 for museum
members plus $10 material fee. Pre-registration required, 754-2022.

Herbal Walk and Supper — Wednesday, August 25, 3to 7 p.m.

Loraine Janowski will lead awalk to find and identify local herbs, and teach participants to harvest and process the plants
for teas, tinctures and salves. Studentswill help prepare alight super in which herbs add flavor and nutrition. Meet at the
Hall House. Cost $15, $12 members, plus $20 materials fee. Pre-registration required, 754-2022.

Antique Appraisal Show —Wednesday, August 25, 7 p.m.

Antique appraiser Jim Marquiswill be at the Grange Hall in Brownington Village to appraise items on Wednesday
evening. Appraisalscost $10 per item, or three itemsfor $25. No jewelry. Refreshmentswill be served. Pleaseregister in
advance by phoning 754-2022 or e-mailing director @ol dstonehousemuseum.org

Hands on History “The Work Bee” — Saturday, September 11, 10 a.m. to noon
Husking bees and quilting parties, much was accomplished and workers were rewarded with music, dancing, food and
drink. For familieswith school age children, $3 per child. Pre-registration required, 754-2022.

Fall Foliage Run & Bike — Sunday, September 12
Sunday morning a haf marathon, and 5K Run & Walk, aswell asaBicycle Race will be start and finish in front of the Old
Stone House. Refreshments, T-Shirts and Prizes. Check our website or call for start times. Pre-register by calling 754-2022.

ApplePressing: TheEarly History of Westmore & Willoughby L ake — Friday, August 13, 7:30 p.m.
Dick Simpson’stalk in the Westmore Fellowship Hall will benefit the Orleans County Historical Society. Suggested adult
donation $5. Children and studentsfree.

Cheese & Apple Tasting — Sunday, October 3, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Come samplethe creations of farmstead cheese makersfrom northern Vermont, produced from the milk from sheep, goats
and cows, and learn about their process. Therewill be demonstrations of cheese making, cider molasses production, and
apple pressing. The Best Boston Marrow Squash Contest will be held after lunch. Lunch will be available. Admission $5.

Candlelight Harvest Dinner — Saturday, October 16, 6 p.m.

The museum is planning an elegant dinner at the Samuel Read Hall House, with heirloom recipes using fresh local
products, prepared with old fashioned techniques and served in an historic atmosphere. Seating islimited to 50 people for
this special evening. Check our website in September for the menu and cost, and call 754-2022 to make your reservations.
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On alarger scale, in December 1808 Hinman, along
with Ralph Parker andMelvinVining, borrowed $11,000
from the Burlington office of the Vermont State Bank
withtheintention of buildingalargewarehouseat Derby
Line, directly on the Canadian border. He had borrowed
smaller sumsinthe past, which, according to Parker, had
been around $1,000. When Parker signed for theloan, he
was unaware that thistime the amount was much larger.
After helearned thetruth, Parker madebank officialsaware
that Hinman would have aproblem repaying theloan, and
just eight monthsafter granting him the money, the bank
recalled the loan. Hinman’ s response was to borrow an
additional $3000 from the Middlebury branch of the
bank. Eventually, thisrecklessbehavior ledtotheseizure
of most of his property and hisincarceration in debtors
prisonin 1810. Since Parker wasaco-signer of theloan,
he also was liable and lost a substantial portion of his
property. Inorder toavoid prison, young MelvinVining,
who owned no property, absconded to Canada.

After thesedifficultiescameto light, Orleans County
Court records and therecords of the state legislature are
filledwithcivil casesand petitionsbrought against Hinman
by hiscreditors, including hisown brother Isaac. In 1813,
| saac Hinman submitted apetition stating that in 1810 he
had cosigned for $1,500 assecurity for histroubled brother.
When Timothy wasunableto repay hisloan, $350 worth of
| saac’ sproperty wasattached. | saac requested that the state
grant him an extenson on repaying this sum so that he
wouldn’t haveto sell hisfarm, resultingin*“turning himself
and hislargefamily out of doors.”

When desperate for money, sometimes even honor-
able people will take unethical and illegal measures to
secure it. In 1812, Elisha Bartholemew, a Canadian
businessacquai ntance of Hinman, petitionedthelegisla-
turethat he had been held in prison for ayear becausein

1809, Hinman had duped himwith afraudulent check for
$3,000, which Bartholemew had tried to cash.

Therules had changed in the years since Hinman had
opened his store and tavern and granted liberal credit to
his neighbors. At one point, recording the transactions
from hisbusinessin hisday book (1798-1809), hewrote,
“Previousto thispage, all isposted which was necessary
to be posted and somemore, but finding so many inexpli-
cablethings| dare not venture any further in that way.”
Theaccountsdidn’ t balance, but aslongaseverybody got by,
he didn’t fret about it. That casua attitude toward finance
didn’t work when you were dedling with distant creditors
and operating a business on a large scde with capita
furnished by alending ingtitution. Whatever hisintentions
may have been, Hinman was caught in a web of deceit,
changing economic climate, andinternational warfare.

After serving histimein prison, hereturned to Derby
and resumed life on amore modest scale. Hewas chosen
to be pound keeper in 1821 and was reinstated asjustice
of the peace, signing property deeds and performing
marriages. |n 1836 at age seventy-fiveherepresented the
citizens of Derby at Montpelier to draft a new state
constitution. And after his death the legend grew so that
hisgravestone bearsthesewords: “First settler of Derby.
A soldier of the Revolutionary Army. Patriot & faithful
honest citizen. A just and good man.”

Gail Sangree was a college English instructor and
pursued her studiesin Timothy Hinman asanindepen-
dent research project at Wesleyan Univer sity between
1997 and 2001. She researched census data, land
records, and court recordsin courthouses, townclerks
offices, andlibrariesin Newport, Derby, &. Johnsbury,
Middlesex, Montpelier, Sherbrooke, Ottawa, Quebec
City and Connecticut.

Archival vault addition to the Twilight House

The Board of Directors of the Orleans County His-
torical Society hashired SpatesConstructionof Derby to
builda23’ X 18 additiontotheell of the Twilight House
that will containaheavily insulated concretevault which
will providefireproof, climate controlled protection for
themost fragileitemsinour collection. Wehaveinour care
irreplaceabledocuments, negatives, photographs, journds,
andrarebookswhichwill bebest preservedinacons stently
cool environment withlow humidity. Theadditionwill be
built on the footprint of the former woodshed, designed
to look on the outside exactly like the old shed.

The vault design allows easy accessibility of docu-
mentsfor researchers, and remodeling part of thecurrent
ell provides an adjoining workroom. The good-sized
vault would have space to accommodate additional
documents that the museum expects to acquire in the
future, and could even alow space to protect treasures
from smaller historical societiesinthe area.

Work on the addition will begin in August. The cost
will be $106,000. Donations are needed for this long
overdue project to “protect and preserve the history of
Orleans County.” Please help usif you can.
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You're invited to Old Stone House Day on August 15!

Our annual celebration of history and heritage, Old
Stone House Day, will be held on Sunday, August 15,
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. Therewill be demonstrations of
traditional skills,amuseum openhouse, afarmersmarket,
craft sale, children’ sactivities, food, music and animals.

The theme thisyear is* Timothy Hinman’s Road,” a
celebration of thefirst road built through OrleansCounty,
stretching from Greensboro to Derby. Timothy Hinman
and othersbuilt it in the 1790’ s to open aroute from the
Bailey Hazen Road, thefirst road built in northern Ver-
mont, to Derby wherehehad purchasedland. Most of the
people who settled in Orleans County in the late 1790's
and early 1800’ s followed Hinman’s road to their new
homes. Theearliest settlementswerebuilt alongtheroad,
andinlater yearsit becamepart of thestageroutebetween
Bostonand Montreal. In 1823 the Orleans County Gram-
mar School, thefirst secondary school in OrleansCounty,
was built besideit in Brownington Village at the base of
Prospect Hill, in the center of the county. Athenian Hall,
which is now the Old Stone House Museum, was com-
pleted in 1836 to serve as the dormitory and additional
instructional space for that school.

Today the portion of the road in Greensboro, Glover
and Barton is mostly awoods trail, with some sections
class 3 and 4 roads. The parts of the Hinman Road in
Brownington and Derby are still used asaprimary road.

Themany descendantsof Timothy and PhoebeHinman
areinvited to be our special guestsfor Old Stone House
Day. Gail Sangree, anauthority on Timothy Hinman, will
giveapresentationonhislifeat 2p.m.intheSamuel Read
Hall House. Neal Perry will offer stagecoach rideswith
Fred Webster’ snew stagecoach up and downtheHinman
Road, with proceedsgoingtowardtheagricultural equip-
ment exhibit barn which we plan to build in 2011.

Wish List

Timothy Hinman descendants to be our special
guests on Old Stone House Day!

Volunteer sfor Museum Software Basic Catalogu-
ing Help and Museum Tour Guides.

Donations! Help uspay for thenew Archival Vault
Addition.

Call us at 754-2022 if you can help.




